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l\ A method for delivering a message to a receiving party, comprising: 
receWing a message intended for the receiving party; 
detemiSjiing whether the message should be delivered to the receiving party; 
converting^the message to an audible message when the message should be delivered to 
y: the receiving party; 

Q initiating a telefi(hony call to the receiving party; and 

H \ 

5 delivering the aucftble message to the receiving party during the telephony call. 

yi 
in 

y, 2. The method of ^aim 1, further comprising: 

mi 

= y 

H obtaining user profile data\hat identifies at least one criterion for when messages should 

U 

!^ be delivered to the receiving party. 



3. The method of claim 2, whWin the user profile data includes data identifying at 
least one of a message source, a message typV a message priority, and a message content. 



4. The method of claim 2, wherein the>^etermining whether the message should be 
deHvered includes: 

testing the message against the user profile data, ^d 

determining that the message should be delivered wfyen the message passes the test. 
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5. TChe method of claim 1, wherein the receiving a message includes: 
monitoring a message server for arrival of new messages intended for the receiving party. 

6. The rnfethod of claim 5, wherein the monitoring a message server includes: 
periodically checking the message server for new messages. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the monitoring a message server includes: 
receiving a notificationVrom the message server whenever a new message arrives. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the converting the message includes: 
translating the message from a source format to message text. 

9. The method of claim 8, wHerein the converting the message further includes: 
translating the message text into an audible message. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein tne converting the message further includes: 
creating an envelope from at least one of a ^rom. To, Subject, and Date header fields 

corresponding to the message. 



1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein the converting the message further includes: 
translating the message text and the envelope into an audible message. 
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12. \ The method of claim 8, wherein the converting the message further includes: 
translating one or more message attachments into attachment text. 

13. The\nethod of claim 12, wherein the converting the message further includes: 
translating theViessage text and attachment text into an audible message. 

14. The methoa\pf claim 8, wherein the converting the message further includes: 
determining whether one or more message attachments are convertible into text, and 
generating a description W the one or more message attachments when the one or more 

message attachments are not convertible into text. 

15. The method of claim 14, Vherein the converting the message further includes: 
translating the message text and theSgenerated description into an audible message. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein me initiating a telephony call includes: 
determining whether the telephony call reaches the receiving party, and 

retrying the telephony call a predetermined number of times if the telephony call fails to 
reach the receiving party. \ 

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the initiating^ telephony call includes: 
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determining whether the telephony call reaches the receiving party, and 

initiating V second telephony call to an alternate telephone number if the telephony call 

fails to reach the receiving party. 

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the delivering the audible message includes: 
authenticating the receiving party based on at least one of a user identifier, a personal 

identification number, and a password, and 

transmitting the audible rntessage to the receiving party after successful authentication of 
the receiving party. \ 

19. A system for presenting a ir^essage to a receiving party, comprising: 
means for obtaining a user profile corresponding to the receiving party; 
means for obtaining a message intendecMor the receiving party; 

means for testing the message against the uiser profile; 

means for converting the message to an audime message when the message passes the 
test; \ 

means for initiating a telephony call to the receiving party; and 

means for presenting the audible message to the receding party during the telephony call. 



20. A message delivery system, comprising: 
a message receiver configured to: 
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obtain a message intended for a receiving party, 

ietenmine whether the message should be delivered to the receiving party, and 
convert the message from a source format to a target format when the message 
should be delivered to the receiving party; and 
a call processoVconfigured to: 

convert th\ message from the target format to an audible format, 
initiate a telephony call to the receiving party, and 
deliver the message in the audible format to the receiving party during the 
telephony call. 

21. The system of claim 20l wherein the target format is a text format. 

22. The system of claim 20, furtfeer comprising: 

a service setup device configured to obtain user profile data that identifies at least one 
criterion indicating when messages should be delivered to the receiving party. 

23. The system of claim 22, wherein the user profile data includes data identifying at 
least one of a message source, a message type, a messagopriority, and a message content. 

24. The system of claim 22, wherein when determin^ig whether the message should 
be delivered, the message receiver is configured to: 
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\ test the message against the user profile data, and 

determine that the message should be delivered when the message passes the test. 

25. The system of claim 20, wherein when obtaining a message, the message receiver 
is configured to: \ 

monitor a message server for arrival of new messages intended for the receiving party. 

26. The system of claim 25, wherein when monitoring a message server, the message 
receiver is configured to: \ 

periodically check the message server for new messages. 

27. The system of claim 25\wherein when monitoring a message server, the message 
receiver is configured to: \ 

receive a notification from the message server whenever a new message arrives. 

28. The system of claim 20, wherein wnen converting the message, the message 
receiver is configured to: \ 

create an envelope from at least one of a From, To. Subject, and Date header fields 
corresponding to the message. \ 
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29. \ The system of claim 28, wherein when converting the message, the call processor 
is configuredip: 

translateihe envelope into the audible format. 

30. The system of claim 20, wherein when converting the message, the message 
receiver is configured to:\ 

translate one or moreonessage attachments into attachment text. 

31. The system of claim 30, wherein when converting the message, the call processor 
is configured to: \ 

translate the attachment text intia the audible format. 

32. The system of claim 20, wherein when converting the message, the message 
recei ver is configured to: \ 

determine whether one or more message attachments are convertible into the target 
format, and \ 

generate a description of the one or more message attachments when the one or more 
message attachments are not convertible into the target format. 

33. The system of claim 32, wherein when convertiiW the message, the call processor 
is configured to: \ 
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\translate the generated description into the audible format. 

34. \ The system of claim 20, wherein when initiating a telephony call, the call 
processor is configured to: 

determine wiether the telephony call fails, and 

retry the telepnony call a predetermined number of times if the telephony call fails. 

35. The system of claim 20, wherein when initiating a telephony call, the call 
processor is configured to: \ 

determine whether the teft^hony call reaches the receiving party, and 
initiate a second telephony call to an alternate telephone number if the telephony call fails 
to reach the receiving party. \ 

36. The system of claim 20, whWein when delivering the message, the call processor 
is configured to: \ 

authenticate the receiving party based on^t least one of a user identifier, a personal 
identification number, and a password, and \ 

transmit the message in the audible format to me receiving party after successful 
authentication of the receiving party. \ 
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3\. A computer-readable medium that stores instructions executable by at least one 
computer t(^>erform a method for presenting a message to a receiving party, comprising: 
instructions for obtaining a message intended for the receiving party; 
instructions for obtaining a user profile that describes at least one criterion indicating 
when messages should be delivered to the receiving party; 

instructions for initiating a telephony call to the receiving party when the at least one 
criterion in the user profile indicates that the message should be delivered to the receiving party; 
and 

instructions for presentin^the message to the receiving party during the telephony call. 



38. The computer-readablemedium of claim 37, wherein the instructions for 



M 

□ obtaining a message includes: 

instructions for interacting with a metesage server to obtain the message. 

39. The computer-readable medium ot^claim 37, wherein the instructions for 
obtaining a user profile includes: 

instructions for interacting with the receiving pJuty to generate the user profile. 



40. The computer-readable medium of claim 37,Yurther comprising: 
instructions for converting the message from a source ftmnat to an audible format. 
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41 . The computer-readable medium of claim 40, wherein the instructions for 
converting the message includes: 

instVictions for translating the message from the source format to a text format, and 
instructions for translating the message from the text format to the audible format. 

42. A method for providing enhanced message services, comprising: 
interacting with V user to generate a user profile that identifies at least one message 

criterion that indicates when messages should be delivered to the user; 

monitoring a messag^erver for arrival of new messages intended for the user; 
processing the new messages, including: 

determining whethek the new messages should be delivered to the user based on 
the user profile, and \ 

converting the new messages into audible messages when the new messages 
should be delivered to the user; and\ 
delivering the audible messages to theVser, including: 

initiating a telephony call to the uW, and 

presenting the audible messages to the user during the telephony call. 

43. The method of claim 42, wherein the interteting with a user includes: 
receiving user identification and password data from\he user, and 
validating the user identification and password data witlrOie message server. 
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44. method of claim 43, wherein the validating the user identification and 

password data includes: 

attempting t\ logon to the message server using the user identification and password data, 

and 

determining whether the logon is successful. 



45. The method of siaim 42, wherein the at least one message criterion includes at 
y 1 least one of a message source, a message type, a message priority, and a message content. 



ry 

S 



46. The method of claim 42, wherein the monitoring a message server includes: 
periodically checking the message server for new messages. 



47. The method of claim 42, whe^rein the monitoring a message server includes: 
receiving a notification from the message server whenever a new message arrives. 



48. An automated method for deliverinaa message to a receiving party, comprising: 
receiving a message intended for the receivinga)arty; 
converting the message to an audible message; 
initiating a telephony call to a telephony device assodiated with the receiving party; and 
delivering the audible message to the receiving party during the telephony call. 
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49. The method of claim 48, wherein the telephony device includes one of a wireline 
and wireless communication device. 
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